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This is 
not a 
tale. 



This 
is an* 
event, 

■ 


and an 
incident. 







I'll be 
leaving 
now. 
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He was 
probably the 
kind of youth 
you would be 
able to find 
anywhere. 
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he never 
once received 
an encouraging 
reply. 
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despite 
all of the 
manuscripts 
he submitted 
to writing 
contests, 



































he wouldn’t 
have let 
those golden 
opportunities 
pass him by, 
but... 




























































































































































































That child, that girl. 



And that’s why 


I honestly never would have amounted to anything. 



Which is why I think 
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just 

happened 
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it was enough 
foreshadowing 
that looking 
back later, 

I can say, 

“I knew it.” 
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My 
name 
is U. 



















































































name 
is U. 























Her name wasn’t really a pair 
of alphabet letters, of course. 

She gave me her regular 
Japanese name, but since this is 
an event and an incident, not a tale, 
I can’t make that public here. 




























- 60 - 
















































































































































Turn 

around 
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like a novel protagonist 
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She’s 
doing 
things 
out of 
order. 
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You 

saw 

me 

and 

so 

I'm 

taking 

you. 
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\ No... 

\ She 
jy must be 

I thanking 

me for 



telling her 
about it... 
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I 

forgive 

you. 






































































































































































































































































1 read 


more 

1 read so 
voraciously 
that sadly, 

1 barely 
remember 
any of the 
content of 
those books 

foreign 
mystery 
novels than 
Japanese 
ones. 

at all... 

rr77 



I was at an age 
when I wanted 
to show off; 
not necessarily 
to others, but 
to myself. 



































But 

a part of me 
would always 
sneer when 
I read such 
books. 


You 

can’t lock 
someone up 
that easily 
in real life, 
I’d think. 



Unlike 
more direct 
methods, 
such as 
beating 
someone or 
poisoning 
them, it 
requires no 


there’s an 
oft-seen 
method of 
murder in 
the world of 
mystery 
novels: 



And it’s also 
a method that 
leaves the 
killer with a 
lesser sense 
of guilt... at 
least, I think 
that’s how I 
recall it being 
described. 






imprisoning 
the victim 
in a locked 
room—a safe, 
for example— 
until they 
suffocated. 
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it’s 

almost 
certain 
that I can 
stage an 
escape. 
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will 

I might start to 
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would I really 
be able to 
dear up any 
misunder¬ 
standings 
they'd have, 
given my 
people 
_ sKills...? 
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Maybe 
her parents 
have jobs 
that require 
a lot of 
overtime...'' 


































































































































































































































































































































































































Could 

this 

girl 

be 

living 

in 

this 

house 

all 

by 

herself 

? 

* 













































































































































































The fact 
that her 
parents 
weren’t 
around 


just too 
shocking 
for me to 
process. 
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Should 
I be 
thanking 
her...? 
No, 




























































































































































































































































































Although Fve been 

making a living as 

* L I 

a novelist for\about 

\ I is 

temyearsinowijy 
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